LOCAL LAWS
OF

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FOR THE YEAR 2007

No. 53

Introduced by Council Members Rivera, James, Martinez, Sears, Gentile, Mealy,
Garodnick and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum) (by request of the Mayor).

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New
York, in relation to the powers and duties of the office of chief medical
examiner.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision (f) of section 557 of the charter of the city of New York, as amended by
local law number 25 for the year 2006, is amended to read as follows:

(f)(1) The chief medical examiner shall have such powers and duties as may be provided
by law in respect to bodies of person dying from criminal violence, by accident, by suicide, suddenly when
in apparent health, when unattended by a physician, in a correctional facility or in any suspicious or
unusual manner or where an application is made pursuant to law for a permit to cremate a body of a person.

(2) The chief medical examiner shall perform the functions of the city mortuary and
related functions, including the removal, transportation and disposal of unclaimed or unidentified human
remains and the remains of those individuals who have died outside of a medical institution.

(3) The chief medical examiner may, to the extent permitted by law, provide forensic and
related testing and analysis, and ancillary services, in furtherance of investigations concerning persons
both alive and deceased, including but not limited to: performing autopsies; performing deoxyribonucleic

acid (DNA) testing and other forms of genetic testing and analysis; obtaining samples and exemplars;



performing pathology, histology and toxicology testing and analysis,; and determining the cause or manner
of injuries and/or death.

(4) Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this section and in addition to any
other powers and duties, the chief medical examiner may engage in health research in conjunction with the
department consistent with paragraph two of subdivision d of section five hundred fifty six of this chapter.

§2. Section 17-201 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to
read as follows:

§17-201. Report of deaths; removal of body. It shall be the duty of any citizen who
becomes aware of the death of any person, occurring under the circumstances described in paragraph one
of subdivision (f) of section five hundred fifty-seven of the charter, to report such death forthwith to the
office of the chief medical examiner, and to a police officer who shall forthwith notify the officer in charge
of the station-house in the police precinct in which such person died. Any person who shall wilfully
neglect or refuse to report such death or who without written order from a medical examiner shall wilfully
touch, remove or disturb the body of any such person, or wilfully touch, remove or disturb the clothing or
any article upon or near such body, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

§3. Section 17-205 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to
read as follows:

§17-205. Records. Records shall be kept in the office of the chief medical examiner,
properly indexed, stating the name, if known, of every person dying under the circumstances described in
paragraph one of subdivision (f) of section five hundred fifty-seven of the charter, the place where the
body was found and the date of death. To the record of each case shall be attached the original report of the
medical examiner and the detailed findings of the autopsy, if any. The appropriate district attorney and the
police commissioner of the city may require from the chief medical examiner such further records, and
such daily information, as they may deem necessary.

§4. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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