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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the designation of
rigid plastic containers as recyclable materials, and to repeal subdivision c of section
16-305 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to staggering the
source separation and collection of designated recyclable materials.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision c of section 16-305 of the administrative code of the city of

New York is REPEALED and a new subdivision c is added to read as follows:

c. 1. Prior to commencing delivery of department-managed recyclable materials

to the designated recycling processing facility at the South Brooklyn Marine Terminal, the

commissioner shall designate as recyclable materials, and require the source separation of, rigid

plastic containers.

2. If the commissioner, in his or her discretion, determines that the cost to the city

of recycling rigid plastic containers required to be designated as recyclable materials pursuant to

paragraph one of this subdivision is not reasonable in comparison with the cost of recycling only

metal, glass and plastic that have been designated as recyclable materials as of the effective date

of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall within ten business days notify
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and provide documentation to the council of the factors relied upon to make such determination

and shall not be required to designate any such rigid plastic containers as recyclable materials.

3. If the commissioner determines that the cost to the city of recycling rigid plastic

containers is not reasonable in comparison with the cost of recycling only metal, glass and plastic

that have been designated as recyclable materials as of the effective date of the local law that

added this subdivision, the commissioner shall annually reevaluate the cost to the city of

designating such rigid plastic containers as recyclable materials, and shall annually make a new

determination as to whether the cost of designating such containers as recyclable materials is

reasonable in comparison with the cost of recycling only metal, glass and plastic that have been

designated as recyclable materials as of the effective date of the local law that added this

subdivision and shall report such evaluations to the council as part of the department’s annual

recycling report required pursuant to subdivision k of section 16-305 of this chapter. The

department shall not promulgate rules designating rigid plastic containers as recyclable

materials, and need not conduct outreach or education relating thereto if, pursuant to paragraph

two of this subdivision, the commissioner determines that the cost to the city of recycling rigid

plastic containers is not reasonable in comparison with the cost of recycling only metal, glass and

plastic that have been designated as recyclable materials as of the effective date of the local law

that added this subdivision.

4. Immediately following the promulgation of rules designating rigid plastic

containers as recyclable materials, the department shall undertake outreach and education, in

cooperation with any other agency or entity designated for that purpose by the commissioner, to

inform residents of such new designation and to provide instruction on compliance with the

requirements of this subdivision and the rules promulgated pursuant thereto.
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§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.

THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, s.s:

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a local law of The City of New York,

passed by the Council on ……July 29, 2010……………….……………. and approved by the Mayor

on ……August 16, 2010……………………………….

MICHAEL M. McSWEENEY, City Clerk Clerk of the Council.

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO MUNICIPAL HOME RULE §27

Pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law §27, I hereby certify that the enclosed Local Law (Local Law
35 of 2010, Council Int. No. 148-A) contains the correct text and was passed by the New York City Council on July
29, 2010, approved by the Mayor on August 16, 2010 and returned to the City Clerk on August 16, 2010.

JEFFREY D. FRIEDLANDER, Acting Corporation Counsel


