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A LOCAL LAW 
 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a data 

dictionary for every data set on the open data portal. 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Section 23-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended 

by adding a new subdivision c to read as follows:  

 c. Each data set on the single web portal shall include a plain language data dictionary; 

provided that for any data set available on the single web portal before the effective date of the 

local law that added this subdivision, a data dictionary shall be added to such data set no later 

than December 31, 2017; and provided further that for any data set made available on the single 

web portal on or after the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision and before 

December 31, 2017, a data dictionary shall be added to such data set no later than thirty days 

after such data set is made available on the single web portal. Such data dictionary shall provide a 

description for each column heading used within the data set and shall include a description of any 

acronym, technical term, unit of measure, range of possible values, relationship between or among 

columns within the data set, frequency of updates to the data set, and other information or 

description that can provide context to the data, such as the method of collection, a history of 

modifications to the data set format, data or methods of collection, or any other contextual 
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information that the agency providing the data deems relevant or the technical standards manual 

requires. Such data dictionary shall be in a format and layout to be determined by the technical 

standards manual. The data dictionary accompanying each data set, or a link to such data 

dictionary, shall be included directly on the single web portal. The most recent upload date and 

generation date for each data set shall be included directly on the single web portal.  

 § 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
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