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A LOCAL LAW  
 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amending the 

definition of public nuisances and establishing timeliness requirements under the 

nuisance abatement law, and to repeal certain provisions of the nuisance abatement law 

defining public nuisances and provisions relating thereto 

  
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Subdivision d of section 7-703 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended to read as follows: 

(d) Any building, erection or place, other than a one- or two-family dwelling classified in 

occupancy group J-3 pursuant to section 27-237 of [this] the code or in occupancy group R-3 

pursuant to section 310.1.3 of the New York city building code, which is in violation of [article five 

of subchapter two of chapter one of title twenty-six or of] any of the following provisions of the 

code: article [three,] four[, six, ten, twenty-two or twenty-four] of subchapter one of chapter one of 

title [twenty-seven of this code] 27; article 102, 105, 108, or 118 of chapter 1 of title 28; article 

210 of chapter 2 of title 28; article 301 or 302 of chapter 3 of title 28; or section 28-207.2. A 

conviction, as defined in subdivision thirteen of section 1.20 of the criminal procedure law, of  

persons for offenses, as defined in subdivision one of section 10.00 of the penal law, in violation of 

the aforesaid provisions of this code in the building, erection or place[, including one- or 
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two-family dwellings,] within the period of one-year preceding the commencement of an action 

under  this chapter, shall be presumptive evidence that the building, erection or place[, including 

one- or two-family dwellings,] is a public nuisance; 

§ 2. Section 7-706 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding 

a new subdivision (i) to read as follows: 

(i) Timeliness. An action for permanent injunction must be commenced within four months 

of the most recent act that forms a basis for such action.  Nothing in this subdivision shall be 

construed to preclude acts that occurred outside of the time ranges established for the timely 

commencement of the action from being included as a separate cause of action, submitted into 

evidence, or used in consideration of damages or civil penalties. 

§ 3. Subdivisions (b), (c), (i), and (j) of section 7-703, subdivision b of section 7-704 and 

subchapter 3 of chapter 7 of title 7 of the administrative code of the city of New York are 

REPEALED. 

§ 4. Section 7-701 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as 

follows:  

§ 7-701 Legislative declaration. The council of the city of New York finds that public 

nuisances exist in the city [of New York in the operation of certain commercial establishments and 

the use or alteration of property] in flagrant violation of the building code, zoning resolution, 

health laws, multiple dwelling law, penal laws regulating [obscenity,] prostitution and related 

conduct, licensing laws, [environmental laws,] laws relating to the sale and consumption of 

alcoholic beverages, laws relating to gambling, controlled substances and dangerous drugs and 

penal laws relating to the possession of stolen property, all of which interfere with [the interest of 

the public in] the quality of life [and total community environment, the tone of commerce in the 
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city], property values and the public health, safety, and welfare; the council further finds that the 

continued occurrence of such activities and violations is detrimental to the health, safety, and 

welfare of the people of the city [of New York] and of the businesses thereof and visitors thereto. It 

is the purpose of the council to create one standardized procedure for securing legal and equitable 

remedies relating to the subject matter encompassed by this law, without prejudice to the use of 

procedures available under existing and subsequently enacted laws, and to strengthen existing 

laws on the subject. 

§ 5. Subdivision (a) of section 7-704 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as 

amended by local law number 8 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows: 

(a) The corporation counsel shall bring and maintain a civil proceeding in the name of the 

city in the supreme court of the county in which the building, erection or place is located to 

permanently enjoin the public nuisances, defined in subdivisions (a), [(b),] (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), [(i), 

(j),] (k), (l), (m), (n), and (r) of section 7-703 [of this chapter], in the manner provided in 

subchapter two of this chapter. 

§ 6. Section 7-705 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local 

law number 8 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 7-705 Applicability. This subchapter shall be applicable to the public nuisances defined 

in subdivisions (a), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), [(i), (j),] (k), (l), (m), (n) and (r) of section 7-703 [of this 

chapter]. 

§ 7. Subdivision (a) of section 7-706 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as 

amended by local law number 5 for the year 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

(a) Generally. Upon the direction of the mayor, or at the request of the head of a department 

or agency of the city, or at the request of a district attorney of any county within the city, or at the 
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request of a member of the city council with respect to the public nuisances defined in subdivisions 

(a), [(b), (c),] (g), and (h) and section 7-703 of this chapter, or upon his or her own initiative, the 

corporation counsel may bring and maintain a civil proceeding in the name of the city in the 

supreme court to permanently enjoin a public nuisance within the scope of this subchapter, and the 

person or persons conducting, maintaining or permitting the public nuisance from further 

conducting, maintaining or permitting the public nuisance. The owner, lessor and lessee of a 

building, erection or place wherein the public nuisance as being conducted, maintained or 

permitted shall be made defendants in the action. The venue of such action shall be in the county 

where the public nuisance is being conducted, maintained or permitted. The existence of an 

adequate remedy at law shall not prevent the granting of temporary or permanent relief pursuant to 

this subchapter. 

§ 8. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law. 
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