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A LOCAL LAW 

 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to addressing sewer 

backups 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 24-503.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by 

local law number 60 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 24-503.1 [Confirmed sewer] Sewer backups. a. As used in this section, the following terms 

have the following meanings: 

Confirmed sewer backup. The term “confirmed sewer backup” means a [sewer backup 

complaint] determination by the department that, upon field investigation by the department, a 

sewer backup complaint is [confirmed to be] associated with a condition in a sewer system. Such 

conditions may include surcharging, temporary overtaxing, blockages, or collapses. 

Sewer system. The term “sewer system” means all sewers, drains, pipes, and appurtenances 

used to convey sewage and under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of environmental protection. 

Unconfirmed sewer backup. The term “unconfirmed sewer backup” means a determination by 

the department that, upon field investigation by the department, a sewer backup complaint is 

associated with a condition other than a condition in a sewer system. 
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b. Where a confirmed sewer backup occurs, the commissioner shall ensure that the sewer 

segment causing the confirmed sewer backup is identified, inspected, and cleaned as necessary 

within 10 calendar days of [such] a confirmation by the department of such backup. 

c. Within 30 calendar days of an unconfirmed sewer backup, the department shall provide 

notice of such unconfirmed sewer backup to the person who submitted to the department the sewer 

backup complaint and to the resident of the property about which the complaint was made. Such 

notice shall provide, but need not be limited to, the following: 

1. The department’s determination that the sewer backup complaint was not associated with a 

condition in a sewer system; 

2. A statement that a backup complaint may be related to an adverse condition in a privately 

owned sewer, pipe, or appurtenance and that if backups continue then such owner should consider 

conducting an inspection of such privately owned sewer, pipe, or appurtenance; and 

3. An informational pamphlet regarding potential causes of adverse conditions in privately 

owned sewers, pipes, and appurtenances that are used to convey sewage from a private property 

to a sewer system. 

§ 2. Subdivision b of section 24-503.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as 

added by local law number 61 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows: 

b. No later than [December 31, 2019] June 30, 2025, and every 5 years thereafter, the 

commissioner of environmental protection shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the 

council, and post on the department of environmental protection’s website, a plan to prevent 

confirmed sewer backups for the sewer system. Such plan shall include, but need not be limited 

to: 
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1. Confirmed sewer backup prevention and response measures; 

2. [An identification of] Identifying areas with, on average, more than [one] 1 confirmed sewer 

backup in a 12-month period; 

3. Procedures targeting reductions in confirmed sewer backups in the portions of the sewer 

system most heavily impacted; 

4. Procedures targeting reductions in recurring confirmed sewer backups; 

5. A review of root control strategies of other municipalities; and following such review, the 

department may recommend root control strategies for private property owners; [and] 

6. A comprehensive grease management program including commercial establishments and 

residential households; and 

7. Identifying areas where notices of claim filed with the comptroller during the preceding 5 

years allege that a sewer backup has damaged persons or property, to the extent it is practicable 

for the department to review such notices. 

§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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