LOCAL LAWS
OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FOR THE YEAR 2024

No. 63

Introduced by Council Members Brannan, Dinowitz, Restler, Won, Brewer, Hanif, Hudson,
Gennaro and Avilés (by request of the Queens Borough President).

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a pilot
program to construct solar canopies in certain parking lots

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 4 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended
by adding a new section 4-218 to read as follows:

8§ 4-218 Solar energy generation on city-controlled parking lots. a. As used in this section, the
following terms have the following meanings:

City-controlled parking lot. The term “city-controlled parking lot” means an open parking lot,
as such term is defined in the New York city building code, that the city operates on property that
is owned by the city or leased by the city pursuant to an agreement that would allow the city to
install a solar canopy on such lot in accordance with this section, provided, however, that city-
controlled parking lot does not mean a parking lot that is leased to or operated by a person or
entity other than the city.

Cost-effective. The term “cost-effective” means, with respect to the installation of a solar

canopy on a city-controlled parking lot, that the cumulative savings with respect to such solar



canopy will, within 25 years of such installation, be equal to or exceed the expected net cost of
such solar canopy over the same period. The calculation of cost-effectiveness shall include:

1. The expected net present value to the city of the energy that would be produced by such
canopy, if such canopy remained active, over such 25 year period after such canopy is installed,
or, where a city-controlled parking lot is not owned by the city, over the lesser of such 25 year
period or the length of time remaining before the lease for such lot expires or is due to be renewed;
and

2. The value of emissions reductions attributable to such canopy over the applicable time
period described in paragraph 1 of this term, which shall be calculated using a social cost of
carbon value, as provided in a rule promulgated pursuant to paragraph 4 of subdivision d of
section 3-125, or if no such rule exists, the greater of a social cost of carbon value, if any,
determined by the United States environmental protection agency for the applicable year or $142
per metric ton of carbon dioxide equivalent, provided, however, that a site- or project-specific
social cost of carbon value may be developed and used in lieu of the social cost of carbon value
provided herein if such site- or project-specific social cost of carbon value is higher than the social
cost of carbon value provided by this paragraph.

Department. The term “department” means the department of citywide administrative
services.

Net cost. The term “net cost” means the gross cost to the city of the acquisition, installation,
and maintenance of a solar canopy on a city-controlled parking lot minus an amount equal to the
sum of all federal, state, and other non-city governmental assistance utilized by the city to offset

such gross cost.



Solar canopy. The term “solar canopy” means a structure covering 1 or more parking spaces
that is designed and constructed to capture solar radiation for the purpose of producing usable
energy.

b. Identification of locations. The department shall, with the cooperation of all other relevant
agencies, review all city-controlled parking lots and identify city-controlled parking lots where the
installation of solar canopies would be cost-effective.

c. Pilot program. 1. The department, or another agency designated by the mayor, with the
cooperation of all other relevant agencies, shall establish a pilot program to install and maintain
solar canopies on city-controlled parking lots. Such pilot program shall include the installation of
a solar canopy on at least 1 city-controlled parking lot in each borough where there is a city-
controlled parking lot identified by the department pursuant to subdivision b of this section. To the
extent practicable, such solar canopies shall be installed no later than 2 years after the effective
date of the local law that added this section. In the event that the department or such agency
designated by the mayor determines that it will be unable to install such solar canopies by such
deadline, the department or such agency shall immediately notify the mayor and the speaker of the
council and provide an explanation for the delay, along with the anticipated date on which such
installations will be complete. Such pilot program shall continue for 1 year following such
installation.

2. For each city-controlled parking lot at which a solar canopy is installed under this
subdivision, the department shall install no fewer than 5 electric vehicle chargers, each of which
shall have a minimum charging capacity of 6 kilowatts. Such electric vehicle chargers shall be

installed no later than the date on which such solar canopies are installed.



3. Nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted so as to limit any obligation of the
department or any other agency to install electric vehicle charging stations or related equipment
pursuant to any other provision of law.

d. Report. No later than 6 months after the pilot program ends, the department or other agency
designated by the mayor shall, with the cooperation of all other relevant agencies, submit to the
mayor and the speaker of the council a report that includes the following:

1. The number of city-controlled parking lots at the start of the pilot program, and the locations
of such parking lots;

2. The number and location of city-controlled parking lots the department identified as cost-
effective for the installation of solar canopies pursuant to subdivision b of this section;

3. The number and location of city-controlled parking lots where solar canopies were installed
as part of the pilot program established by subdivision c of this section; and

4. Any recommendations as to whether and how such pilot program may be expanded and made
permanent.

8 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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