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A LOCAL LAW 
 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to vertical 

winterization coverings for sidewalk cafes 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

 

Section 1. Paragraph 2 of subdivision b of section 19-160 of the administrative code of the city 

of New York, as amended by a local law for the year 2026 amending the administrative code of 

the city of New York, relating to expanding access to roadway cafes, as proposed in introduction 

number 655-A, is amended to read as follows: 

2. A sidewalk cafe, other than an enclosed sidewalk cafe, shall be open-air and [shall] contain 

only readily removable tables, chairs, and other removable decorative items as [set forth in such] 

described in rules promulgated by the department, except that: (i) from November 30 to March 31 

inclusive, the operator of a sidewalk cafe may, in accordance with such rules, equip such a cafe 

with a readily removable vertical winterization covering that may be attached to an overhead 

covering, or to an awning, either of which may be affixed to a building, provided that such 

overhead covering or awning complies with the requirements for an awning in the New York city 

construction codes and any requirement of the landmarks preservation commission, as applicable; 

and (ii) the department may promulgate rules to allow the use of readily removable vertical 

protective coverings and overhead coverings in other circumstances that the department 
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determines warrants the temporary use of such vertical protective coverings and overhead 

coverings.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect on the same date that a local law for the year 2026 amending the 

administrative code of the city of New York, relating to expanding access to roadway cafes, as proposed in 

introduction number 655-A, takes effect.   
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